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Celtis australiensis Sattarian was described 
by Sattarian (2005) as occurring in north west 
Western Australia, the Northern Territory and 
north west Queensland and was distinguished 
from Celtisphilippensis Blanco by its elliptic, 
cordate, pilose leaves (2-7 x 1.5-5 cm), 
spinose leaf apices and margins. This name 
has subsequently been incorrectly applied to 
all Australian specimens previously known as 
Celtis philippensis (CHAH 2007). Sattarian 
(2005) referred to the Flora of Australia 
treatment of Celtis by Hewson (1989) but 
overlooked the name Celtis strychnoides 
Planch, given by Hewson as a synonym of 
Celtis philippensis. 

Planchon (1848) described Celtis 
strychnoides from a collection of Allan 
Cunningham’s from Careening Bay, 
Kimberley, northern Western Australia. He 
distinguished it from Celtis philippensis by 
its small, pubescent, ovate or rarely broadly 
ovate leaves that were barely 1.5 inches (4 cm) 
long. 

Examination of the type collections 
and images of Celtis strychnoides , C. 
australiensis and specimens of Celtis at BRI, 
MEL and NSW confirm that C. strychnoides 
is conspecific with C. australiensis and as 
such is the earlier name. 

Celtis strychnoides Planch., Annales des 
Sciences Naturelles, Botanique ser. 3, 10: 
306-307 (1848). Type: [Western Australia] 
Careening Bay, north west Australia, January 
1820, A. Cunningham 193 in herb. Hook, 
(holo: K [852750, 852752 images !] , iso: BM 
[838618, 838619, 799835 images !], BRI p.p., 
MEL p.p.). 
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Celtis australiensis Sattarian, Blumea 50: 499 
(2005), synon. nov. Type: Western Australia. 
Northern Province: Geikie Gorge, near 
gorge mouth, 14 May 1992, I. Telford 11722 
(holo: CANB n.v:, iso: BISH n.v ., BRI, L n.v ., 
NSW, PERTH n.v). 

Illustration: Sattarian Sc van der Maesen 
(2005: 500, Fig. 1). 

Additional specimens examined : Western Australia. 
N end of Bougainville Peninsula, Apr 1982, Kenneally 
8076 (BRI); Walsh Point, Port Warrender, May 1981, 
Tracey 15170, 15075 (BRI); Port Warrender, Oct 1974, 
Rodd 2900 (NSW); Surveyor’s Creek Road, May 1981, 
Tracey 15122 (BRI); Lone Dingo, May 1981, Tracey 1500 
(BRI); Merten’s Falls, May 1981, Tracey 15062 (BRI); 
Near Crusher Pool, May 1981, Tracey 15233 (BRI); 
Cambridge Gulf, in 1886, Ranford & Nyidasy 18 & 36 
(MEL); Wyndham, in 1903 & Nov 1906, Fitzgerald s.n. 
(NSW); Cockburn Range, 13 km W of King River, July 
1974, Carr 3316 & Beauglehole 47094 (NSW); 4 km S 
of junction of Neville Creek & Calder River, May 1983, 
Fell 9 (BRI); Cape Leveque, Jul 1973, Webb & Tracey 
13141 (BRI); King’s [King] Sound, in 1869, Hiighan 
s.n. (MEL 2210491, 2210489, 2210481); ditto, in 1888, 
Froggart s.n. (NSW); Napier Range, Jul 1973, Tracey 
14807 (BRI); Mornington Wildlife Sanctuary, NE of 
Fitzroy Crossing, Apr 2005, Murphy MULE453 & Legge 
(BRI); Geikie Gorge, 16 km NE of Fitzroy Crossing, 
Jun 1970, Briggs 3671 (NSW); ditto, May 1981, Tracey 
15143 (BRI); 10 miles [16 km] SW of Lissadell Station, 
Aug 1949, Perry 2672 (MEL); S of Ord River Station, 
Aug 1973, Tracey 14100 (BRI). Northern Territory. 
Victoria River, Dec 1855, Mueller s.n. (K 852751, MEL 
2210482, 2210475); Limestone Gorge, Gregory NP, Apr 
1990, Evans 3091 (MEL); Gregory NP, Apr 1996, Booth 
1696 (MEL); ditto , Apr 1996, Duretto 1187 (MEL); ditto , 
Apr 1996, Foreman 2249 (MEL); ditto , Apr 1996, Jones 
83 (MEL); 5 km S of Timber Creek, May 1983, Briggs 
904 (MEL); 15 miles [24 km] SSE of Timber Creek, Jun 
1952, Perry 2869 (BRI); 41 km SSE of Turkey Creek, 
Jul 1984, Scarlett 84-334 (MEL); 6 miles [10 km] NW 
of Katherine, Adams 806 (NSW); 11 miles [18.3 km] S 
of Katherine, Feb 1961, McKee 8487 (NSW); 16-Mile 
Cave Reserve, S of Katherine, May 1978, Webb & 
Tracey 12588 (BRI); 4 miles [6 km] E of Elsey, Oct 1958, 
Chippendale 5065 (BRI, NSW); 15 miles [24 km] S of 
MacArthur River Station, Jul 1949, Perry 1732 (BRI, 
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MEL); near head of Kilgour River, Sep 1911, Hill 556 
(MEL); Settlement Creek, Jun 1922, Brass 161 (BRI). 
Queensland. Burke District: 39 km SW of Hells Gate, 
Apr 2006, Thompson WES384 & Edginton (BRI); 
17 km W of Adel’s Grove, Lawn Hill NP, Nov 1983, 
Puttock UNSW14474 & St George (MEL); 20.2 km S of 
Musselbrook, Apr 1995, Thomas & Johnson MRS469 
(BRI); Lawn Hill NP, May 1988, O'Keefe 11 (BRI); 1 
km N of Gregory River, Riversleigh, May 1970, Webb 
& Tracey 1349 (BRI); 29 km NW of Norfolk Station, 
Apr 2005, Kelman DTK1021 (BRI); Seymour River, 
vicinity of Nicholson River, Jul 1886, Dittrich s.n. (BRI 
[AQ88147]); 7 km NE of Camooweal, Jul 2006, Booth 
CAM29-1 & Kelman (BRI). 

Distribution : Celtis strychnoides occurs in 
the Kimberley region of northern Western 
Australia, central northern Northern Territory 
and north western Queensland. 

Habitat : The species occurs in semi-deciduous 
notophyll vine thickets or woodlands usually 


in rocky situations on slopes or hills in fire 
refugia, on limestone, basalt or sandstone. 

Notes : TheNorthern Territory and Queensland 
collections from higher rainfall areas (>1100 
mm mean annual rainfall) that have glabrous, 
ovate or oblong leaves 6-18 x 3.5-8.5 cm 
and that were included in C. australiensis 
by CHAH (2007) are referrable to Celtis 
philippensis. These collections may represent 
a species distinct from C. philippensis but a 
revision of this species complex is required to 
resolve the taxonomy 

The Cunningham sheets at BRI and MEL 
include specimens of both C. strychnoides 
and C. philippensis. 

Celtis strychnoides can be distinguished 
from Australian material of Celtis philippensis 
by the following key: 


1 Leaf blades ovate or broadly ovate, acute, 2-7 x 1.5-4 cm, young leaves 
sparsely pubescent, glabrescent except veins and leaf base below; base 
rounded or cordate; petioles and branchlets pubescent with white erect 
hairs 0.1-0.3 mm long, petioles 3-6 mm long; juvenile leaves with 
spinose margins, occasionally adult leaves with short marginal spines; 

small tree to 4-8 (-10) m. WA, NT & NW Qld.Celtis strychnoides 

1. Leaf blades oblong to ovate, acuminate, 6-18 x 3.5-8.5 cm, glabrous; 
base cuneate to truncate; petioles glabrous, occasionally sparsely 
pubescent, 5-8 mm long; juvenile leaves with serrate or crenate 
margins; tree 4-25 m. Coastal NT & N & E Qld.Celtis philippensis 
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